beaudry overburden with little or no published record (e.g., Levels "A" to "D" at Tell Sukas [Riis, 1970] ).
The knowledge of the Late Antique archaeological landscape of coastal North Syria thus remains sparse. Finds excavated by Woolley at al Mina and Sabouniyeh were subjected to a sorting that makes their interpretation difficult and limits their potential (Pamir & Nishiyama, 2002; Vorderstrasse, 2004; 2005) . The survey and excavation of Seleukeia Pieria by the Princeton team in the 1930s turned into the excavation of a tetraconch church before it was interrupted by World War II; the topography and the decline of the most important port of Antiokheia thus remains to be fully documented. The early Christian remains of the "Holy Valley" of the Lower Orontes are an exception for having been visited and described a number of times (Mécérian, 1964; LafontaineDosogne, 1967; Djobadze, 1986; Sinclair, 1990) , but their later reuse and modifications related to Georgian, Armenian and Frankish presence in the valley often make their interpretation and dating difficult and they demand a systematic survey and study. Further South, two cisterns among ploughed structures yielded pottery assemblages at Ibn Hani (Touma, 1984) and a local team is excavating Late Roman baths nearby. However, despite numerous chance finds, the urbanization of Lattakia seems to have discouraged any extensive exploration of the ancient port-city of Laodikeia ad Mare since the main lines of its Hellenistic city-plan were drawn by Jean Sauvaget (1934) .
Recent and ongoing surveys in the Orontes Delta and elsewhere have produced important results and more are expected (e.g., Pamir, 2005; Pamir & Brands, 2005) . Still, until recently, the only excavated and published sites of this period in coastal North Syria, outside Seleukeia, were the sixth-century monasteries of Saint Baarlam on Mount Kasios and, up the Valley of the Orontes, of Saint Simeon the Younger on the Mons Admirabilis (Djobadze, 1986) . Thus the interest of Ras el Bassit.
Bassit has long been known to be a Late Roman settlement, if only by the huge quantities of pottery that litter the site (Schaeffer, 1935: 173-176; Woolley, 1938) . It is best known today from Paul Courbin's excavations from 1971 to 1984 (Courbin, 1978 1986 ). Courbin's work focused essentially on the Bronze Age and Iron Age occupations, but it also revealed a final period of prosperity and thriving activity during Late Antiquity. After the settlement was apparently abandoned in the 7th century, its relative isolation protected the site from the systematic robbing of building materials, while rocky outcrops, collapsed masonries and a dense cover of thick bush and forest protected most of it from ploughing. An archaeological and natural reserve created in the 1970s was extended to the whole cape in 2001. Thus Bassit offers excellent potential for the archaeological investigation of Late Antiquity on the North Syrian coast.
